
The Multnomah County Sheriff's Cold Case Team is interested in speaking with anyone who has 
information relating to this homicide. Please contact investigators Jim McNelly or Gary Muncy at 
503-251-2449 or call the tip line at 503-251-2404. 

 

 
 

Gary Neuman Hanberg 
  
Hanberg, 23, of Milwaukie, was leaving a tavern on Southeast 82nd Avenue early Dec. 12, 1978, when 
he was attacked by a group of four men. He died two days later. 
  
Personal background 
Hanberg and a group of friends were at the Kendall Station Tavern on Southeast 82nd Avenue the night 
of Dec. 11, 1978 celebrating the departure of a friend into the military. Hanberg worked as a painter and 
was a regular customer of the tavern. Most of the group left the tavern before midnight, but Hanberg and 
several friends stayed until about 1:40 a.m. Dec. 12. Before leaving they had been challenged to pool by 
two men who had come into the bar after midnight. Those two were joined by two others about 1:30 a.m. 
  
Circumstances 
The pool game ended amicably and everyone rejoined their friends. The four men talked at a table, 
bought beer to go and left the tavern by the front door about 1:40 a.m. Hanberg and two friends left by the 
rear door about the same time. It turned out their cars were next to each other in the parking lot. Hanberg 
was between the two cars, getting into the back seat and talking with the other men when he yelled "I've 
been cut." One of the suspects threw a beer bottle at Hanberg's friends as they tried to treat him. The 
suspects' car, a red 1966 Pontiac Tempest, fled the parking lot with three men in it; the fourth suspect fled 
on foot. Hanberg suffered a stab wound and died Dec. 14, 1978, at Kaiser Sunnyside Hospital. 
 
Detectives did more work on the case in 1991, including checking fingerprints from a magazine found at 
the scene. Hanberg's friends and others in the tavern were able to describe three of the four men, and a 
police artist did sketches. 
     
The continuing investigation: 
 Evidence from the scene is being resubmitted to the state crime lab for analysis using methodology not 
available prior to 1991. Detectives know that only one man slashed Hanberg and the three others know 
who did it. With the passage of time one of those men may now be willing and able to talk about it. 
 
      
  
 



 
Suspect 1: White, early 30s, 5-foot-7 160 pounds; dishwater blond short hair with a red-brown beard. He 
was wearing a tan leather coat and brown flared slacks. 
   
 

 
    

 
     
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Suspect 2: White, 28-30 years old, 5-foot-6, 150 pounds. Short brown hair, moustache, tooth missing on 
left side of his mouth. Wore a black leather coat and jeans. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Suspect 3: White, 23-25, 5-foot-9, 130 pounds. Wore blue flight jacket with fur collar and jeans. 
 

 


