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Welcome to the Multnomah County Sheriffôs Office 

New and Improved Monthly Jail Report!

Not only does our report have a new appearance, it provides additional data on the inmate population and 

includes an appendix with all of the information from our monthly emergency population release report, which 

will no longer be produced under separate cover.  Our new report also has a section for special analyses that 

will cover a new topic of interest each month.

We hope that you like our new jail report and are eager to hear any suggestions or feedback you may have.

Please feel free to contact any one of us in the Resource Analysis Unit:

David Braaksma

Markley Drake

Neal Hickman

Wendy Lin-Kelly

503-988-4300
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Standard bookings in September 2009 declined slightly from August, but remain at an elevated level due to 

implementation of the ñopen bookingò policy in July 2009.  Each of the past three months has seen more than 

3000 persons undergo the standard booking process at the Multnomah County Detention Center.
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TSI bookings appear to be trending slightly downward over the past 18 months, but the number in 

September 2009 is similar to August and July.   In-transit bookings in September nearly doubled over 

August, reaching their highest level in over a year.  The open booking policy eliminated Cite & ID and 

Project 57 bookings, which will no longer be reported.
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The daily count of exclusive US Marshal inmates ranged from 142 to 182 in September 2009, with an 

average of 162 per day.  This represents an increase over July and August when the daily number of US 

Marshal inmates averaged 145 and 156, respectively.
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The proportion of female bookings reached an 18-month high of 22% in September 2009, an increase of 

more than 4 percentage points since April 2008.  While this increase may seem small in absolute terms, it 

may have important implications for jail bed demand.  The decrease in budgeted capacity (to 1367 beds) 

that took place in July 2009 resulted in nearly 25% fewer jail beds for women.
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Gender Composition of Bookings*

Male Female

*Includes standard and TSI bookings.
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The proportion of bookings for white arrestees reached an 18-month high of 64.1% in September 2009, and 

the proportion of booking for Hispanics fell to an 18-month low of 10.5%.  Data on ethnicity will continue to 

be monitored to gauge any possible effects from reduced jail capacity and the recent open booking policy.

*Includes standard and TSI bookings.
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Average length of inmate stay has declined precipitously since July 2009, falling to just over 11 ½ days in 

September.  However, this mostly reflects inclusion of a large number of new recognizance releases in the 

calculation, which have increased dramatically with the open booking policy.  Though arrestees who are 

released on ñrecogò go through the same standard booking process as other bookings, most spend only a 

few hours in custody.
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Though the average length of stay has fallen to just under 12 days, those booked into custody on serious 

charges can expect to stay in jail much longer.  For example, inmates released in September who had been 

charged with a class A felony spent an average of two months in jail, while those charged with a class B 

felony averaged nearly a month behind bars.
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*Data based on primary or most serious charge, regardless of status of the case.
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An average of just over 1300 inmates per day were held in Multnomah Countyôs two jail facilities in 

September 2009. The size of inmate population has remained quite stable over the past three months, 

despite the general increase in the number of standard bookings.  
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Total releases increased from August to September 2009, and have reached  the 3000 mark in each of the 

past three months.  This increase is driven almost entirely by the increase in bookings and recog releases 

resulting from the open booking policy.
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The monthly number of recog releases has more than doubled since June 2009 as a result of the open 

booking policy. The proportion of standard bookings that result in a recog release has also been increasing 

steadily over the past 18 months, but particularly sharply in the past three months (from just under 26% in 

June to over 42% in September).  With total jail capacity at only 1367 beds due to budget cutbacks and the 

volume of standard bookings elevated due to the open booking policy, recog releases have become an 

increasingly important tool for managing the size of the jail population and avoiding the need for forced 

releases.
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A  total of 16 pre-trial inmates were force released on September 5.  The total number of forced releases 

has declined over the past four months, and stand in stark contrast to the summer months of 2007 during 

which two to three times as many inmates were force released.  No forced releases took place between 

April 2008 and May 2009.  Detailed information on recent forced releases may be found in the EPR 

appendix of this report.
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*Forced releases are required when needed under the jail capacity management plan (09-083) adopted by Multnomah County Board of 

Commissioners on 6/18/2009.




